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tonic, or Germanic, tongues. The other lan-
guages of the group, some of which are more
closely connected with English than the rest,
are Dutch, German, Danish, Icelandic, or Old
Norse, Swedish and Gothic; to these may be
added, as of less importance and having more
of the character or dialects, Norwegian,
Frisian, Plattdeutsch, or Low German of
northern Germany, and Flemish, which
differs little from Dutch. The Teutonic
tongues are often divided into three sections,
based on closeness of relationship—the High
German, of which the modern classical Ger-
man is the representative; the Low German,
including English, Dutch, Frisian, Platt-
deutsch and Gothic, and the Scandinavian,
including Danish, Swedish and Icelandic.
Another division is into East Germanic, in-
cluding Gothic and Scandinavian, and West
Germanic, including the others.
The evidence that all these languages are
closely akin is to be found in the great num-
ber of words that they possess in common,
in the similarity of their structure, their in-
flections, their manner of compounding words
—in short, in their family likeness. This like-
ness can be accounted for only by supposing
that these languages are all descended from
one common language, the primitive Teu-
tonic, which must have been spoken at a re-
mote period by the ancestors of the present
Teutonic peoples, there being then only one
Teutonic people as well as one Teutonic
tongue. In their earliest form and when
they began to bo differentiated, these lan-
guages must have had the character of mere
dialects, and it is only in so far as each has
had a history and literature of its own that
they have attained the rank of independent
languages.
The rise of dialects is a well-known phe-
nomenon, taking its origin in the perpetual
change to which all languages are subject.
A language that comes to be spoken over a
considerable area and by a considerable num-
ber of persons—especially when not yet
firmly fixed by writing and literature—is sure
to develop dialects, and each of these may in
course of time become unintelligible to the
persons using the others, if the respective
speakers have little intercourse with each
other. In this way is the existence of the
different Teutonic tongues to be accounted
for. A similar instance of several languages
arising from one language is seen in the
<jase of Italian, French, Spanish and Portu-
 guese, all of which are descended from the
Latin. Of the common origin of these, we
have, of course, direct and abundant evidence.
Aryan Group. The Teutonic tongues, with
the primitive or parent Teutonic, from which
they are descended, have been proved to be-
long to a wider group or family of tongues,
which has received the name of Aryan, Indo-
European, or (especially in Germany) Indo-
Germanic family. The chief members of this
family are the Teutonic; Slavonic (Polish,
Russian, Lithuanian); Celtic (Welsh, Irish,
Gaelic); Italic, or Latin; Hellenic, or Greek;
Indie, or Sanskrit; Iranie, or Persian, and
Anatolic, or Armenian. Just as the Teutonic
tongues are believed to be the offspring of
one parent Teutonic tongue, so this parent
Teutonic and the other members of the Aryan
family are all believed to be descended from
one primitive language the Aryan, or Indo-
European, parent speech. The people who
spoke this primeval Aryan language, the an-
cestors (linguistically at least) of the Aryan
races of Europe and Asia, are believed by
many to have had their seat in central Asia,
to the eastward of the southern extremity of
the Caspian Sea. This, however, is very
problematical, and some philologists see rea-
son to think that Europe may have been
the original home of the Aryans. This latter
view is now perhaps the one most generally
held.
How remote the period may have been when
the ancestors of the Teutons, the Celts, the
Slavs, the Greeks, the Romans, the Persians
and the Hindus were living together and
speaking a common language, is uncertain.
Yet the general character of their language
is approximately known, and philologists tell
us with some confidence what consonant and
what vowel sounds the Aryan parent speech
must have possessed, what were the forms of
its inflections, and what, at the least, must
have been the extent of its vocabulary, judg-
ing from the words that can still be traced as
forming a common possession of the sister
tongues of the family.
Semitic Group. The Aryan tongues, an-
cient and modern, are entitled to claim the
first rank among the languages of the globe,
as to richness, harmony and variety, and es-
pecially as embodying a series of literature
to which no other family of tongues can show
a parallel. Next in importance come the
Semitic tongues—Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriae,
Arabic and their related tongues. These, like

